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     This statement isn’t a newsflash - there are a lot of individuals in the Bible. If 
you don’t count the crowds (for example the more than 5,000 people Jesus fed), 
how many people are in the Bible? I didn’t count, but according to a popular    
eBible, The Biographical Bible, 2nd Edition by David G. Stephan, there are 3,237 
Bible characters in the Bible. According to Godwin Goziem, who said he counted, 
there are 1,946 individuals in the Bible who are named while the others are un-
named.  

     Regardless of how you count, I am intrigued by two things. First, sometimes 
God includes the names of people when it seems like all it does is lengthen a 
book of the Bible. For example, Nehemiah chapter 3 lists names of people who 
helped rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Here’s an excerpt, “Beside him Meremoth 
son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz, made repairs to another section, from the door of 
Eliashib’s house to the end of his house” (Neh 3:21). There are thirty-two verses 
of information like that. Why? There’s a great story going on in Nehemiah      
chapters 1-6 describing the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls “interrupted” by a 
“boring” list of names. I’m certain a modern editor would say, “Cut that chapter 
out. Put it in an appendix but don’t disrupt the flow of the story!” But I’m also    
certain Meremoth’s mother saw it differently. Whenever Nehemiah finished writing 
the scroll and it was passed around you know Meremoth’s mother pointed people 
to the most important section – where her son’s name was. She would point to his 
name and say, “That’s my boy! Let me tell you just how well he built that section 
of the wall! Come and I’ll show you how strong it still is!” We all do the same thing. 
At graduation ceremonies there may be hundreds, or thousands of names listed 
in a program, but we immediately look for our name or our loved one’s name. All 
those names are just words on a page, but also all those names are real people 
with real lives who are dearly loved by many people. I think that’s one reason 
there are lists of names in the Bible. We could care less who Meremoth was, but 
God cares very much. God saw his work, was pleased with it and wanted       
generations of Jews and Bible readers to know how special Meremoth was to 
God.  

     But, the second thing that intrigues me is how many people in the Bible make 
a significant impact, but their names aren’t recorded. We know Meremoth’s name, 
but we don’t know the name of the wise men who worshiped Jesus (Matthew 2:1-
12), the woman Jesus met at the well (John 4), the name of the centurion who 
saw Jesus die and exclaimed Jesus was the Son of God (Mark 15:39). We don’t 
know Noah’s wife’s name, Lot’s wife’s name, the widow that Elijah stayed with    
(1 Kings 17:8-24) or the woman whose son Elisha raised from the dead (2 Kings 
4:18-37). The list goes on and on of people whose names aren’t mentioned in the 
Bible, although important events from their life are recorded. Why? There may be 
different reasons. Someone else in the passage is more important. Or the        
person’s name is not important to the story. Or maybe it’s a reminder to us that 
there are people in our lives all the time who are important and do amazing 
things, but we never know their names. We don’t have to know someone’s name 
to value them, learn from them, or have our lives changed by them.  

     My sermons for the next few weeks will be learning from these unnamed   
characters in the Bible. I chose characters from lessor known passages as well. 
We don’t know the wise men’s names, but we know their story well. So, I didn’t 
choose their story. I found five characters that play important roles in Bible stories 
we don’t tell often. We will learn from a child, a woman, a man, an unnamed  
composer and even an unnamed donkey. Even though we don’t know their 
names, their stories were recorded for our benefit. Let’s let them teach us over 
the next few weeks.  



Page 2 

 

Services each Sunday 

 

  9:00a Traditional Worship Service 
10:10a Sunday School (all ages) 
11:05a Contemporary Worship Service 
 

           

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 
 

5 
9:00a & 11:00a 
Worship in CLC 
 

6 (Church Office 

          Closed) 

 
 
          

7 
 
 
 

 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 10 11 

12 
 
9:00a & 11:00a  
Worship in CLC 

13 

 
 
7:00p Deacon 
          Meeting 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

15 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

16 17 
 

18 

19 

 
9:00a & 11:00a  
Worship in CLC 

20 

 

21 
 
 
 
 

 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

 

23 24 25 

26 
 
9:00a & 11:00a 
Worship in CLC 

27 28 
 

 
 

7:00p Finance 
         Cmt Mtg 
 

 

29 30 31  

*YC:     Young Church (6th - 12th) 
*BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
*SG:     Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
*GYL:   God’s Young Ladies  
             (Girls 5th-12th) 
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OBBC NEWS 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

Attention YC 
YC will be continue to study the Bible through video this month. The video will 
be uploaded to YouTube on Wednesday and sent out weekly by email. The   
lessons for June will focus on the Book of Ruth. 
 

Also, Pastor Brady will be posting a new self-Bible Study on the book of       
Malachi  in the month of June on the Youth Page of the OBBC Website to help 
you stay in God’s Word daily!  You can study any one of the lessons offered on 
your own or with your family at any time. 

We are continuing with our Sunday worship services in the CLC.  Our         
traditional service is at 9:00 AM and our Contemporary Service is at 11:00 
AM.  Until further notice, both services will be held in the CLC where we will 
continue to following Government COVID-19 guidelines for safe gatherings. 
These services will also be transmitted over your car radio if you are unable 
or uncomfortable coming into the CLC.  You can stay in your car and listen on 
the radio.  Also, on-line Worship services will continue for those who prefer to 
worship at home.  The on-line services will be a recording of the previous 
Sunday service held in the CLC. 

CONCORD BAPTIST ASSOCATION NEWS 

Joe McDowell, Director of Missions 

Fresh Expressions Workshop 

September 24 @ 6:30 PM 

at Olive Branch Baptist Church 
 

Gannon Sim, Director of Ministry Formation for Fresh Expressions will lead the 
workshop hosted by CBA. Be inspired, learn, and discover new ways to share 
the unchanging story of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  We can impact our region in a 
‘fresh’ way to ‘express’ the gospel with ‘fresh expressions’ of church.  Church 
leaders, this is for you.  All are welcome! 

Deacon Meeting 

 Monday, July 13 

 7:00 PM  

OBBC Fellowship 

2020 / 2021 BUDGETS 

 

Committees and groups are reminded to submit their 2020/2021 budget     
requests to the church office by Sunday, July 12 so the Finance Committee 
can begin compiling the requests.  The Finance Committee will then meet to 
finalize the budget on Tuesday, July 28.  The final budget will be available for 
church members to review on August 9.  It will be presented and voted on at 
the Quarterly Business Meeting on Monday, August 17. 
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Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Rev. Brady Bassett 

Youth Pastor 
302-270-9479 (Cell) 

434-636-3898 (Home) 
pastorbrady@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Debbie Wilson, Church Secretary 

434-636-2228 
office@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 

finance@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Website 
www.obbcblackridge.com 

5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published 
monthly. Deadline to submit 
information for the Aug. 2020 
newsletter, is July  20, 2020. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

1 Josh Taylor  

1 Alice Wright 

1 Joe & Kim Young 

3 Caylee Farmer 

3 Larry Wilson 

4 Dan Hammond 

5 Earl & Lois Finch 

7 Juwan Jones 

7 Mike O’Connor  

7 Cleto Parrott 

8 Rory & Wanda Lowell 

9 Lenwood Jr. & Jennifer Conner 

9 McKayla Smith 

9 Hannah Taylor 

11 Bill & Margie Wollenberg 

13 Chase Brown 

13 Yazmine Gutiérrez-Adrian 

14 Will Gill 

14 Jonathan Gosney 

16 Ryan & Kaitlin Bartholomew 

17 Ed Baron 

17 W.C. & June Meyer 

18 Lois Finch 

19 Paul Glantz 

22 Michael & Dale Bradley  

22 Sarah Jane Calhoun 

26 Cameron Robinson 

27 Brady Bassett  

27 Tim Moseley  

29 Kathy Bledsoe 

31 Ashley Murray 

Light the night ministries 

B2S Rally 
 
Back to School Rally is always held in August. Currently it’s planned for 
August 20, 2020 at New Hope Baptist Church, in South Hill.  The rally    
reminds students they are missionaries SENT to live out their faith in 
school!  It’s always a fun time full of energy and fellowship with other      
students.  Stay tuned for further details! 
 

Camp ReFuel 2020 
 
Since so many missed attending DNOW2020, you have a great opportunity 
to attend Camp ReFuel 2020.  It’s scheduled for October 23 - 25, at Camp 
Willow Run on Lake Gaston.  This will be an awesome time to learn YOUR 
Identity!  is available on the LTN website: lightthenight.net/refuel. 

July Birthdays and Anniversaries 


