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 From Your Pastor 

I had only associated the Greek letter “Delta” with Greek or math class, or a fraternity 
or sorority. Not anymore! The “Delta” variant of the COVID-19 virus has turned our 
world upside AGAIN. At the beginning of the summer, I thought the upcoming fall 
would bring open schools, stadiums, churches, businesses, restaurants, homes and 
everything would be pretty much normal. But when the Delta variant raised its ugly 
head, cases and hospitalizations increased, and people continued to die. AGAIN 
there was: talk of closing, masks required, questions about virtual school, people 
staying inside, and arguments about masks and vaccines.  

 

Then August 5th came, and I was sick. The next day I tested positive for COVID. 
Thankfully my heart doctors where right on it and I received an antibody infusion the 
next day. By the fourth day I was feeling better, and by the fifth day, other than feeling 
weak, I had no symptoms of the virus. Thankfully, my experience with it was quick 
and more of an inconvenience than anything else. (For example, I isolated myself and 
stayed in my bedroom, I lost my taste and smell, and I missed out on everything I had 
planned for two weeks). I thank you for your prayers and praise God for his healing! 
Obviously, not everyone’s experience with the virus is as fortunate.  

 

August also included a disaster and loss of life in Afghanistan. A 7.2 magnitude earth-
quake on August 14th in Haiti. Historic flooding in North Carolina from tropical storm 
Fred on August 19th. A 22-year-old girl in our community tragically killed in a car    
accident on August 18th. To this list you could add from our community numerous 
personal disappointments, tragedies, frustrations and failures.  

  

To be honest, the month of August, frustrated and depressed me. I was looking     
forward to a new church year in September that was COVID free, and laser  focused 
on restarting old ministries and starting new ones as we build the  kingdom of God in 
Jesus’ name. But the events of August showed me that September ministry was    
going to be in a messy world. But then I realized that’s OK, because every month is a 
“messy” month. So, September isn’t going to be COVID free, and I know because of 
that people aren’t going to engage as much as they would if it were. However, we are 
going to start the new church year with these attitudes that are especially needed in a 
time like August and September 2021. 

 

Peace and Joy – Peace and joy are the hardest to find during turmoil. Maybe the 
problem is we are trying to find them, rather than going to Jesus and letting Him give 
them to us. He said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world” John 16:33. The fruit of the spirit includes joy and peace (Gal 5:22). Abide 
in Jesus and peace and joy will be yours! 

 

Fearlessness – The COVID virus is real and deadly, but we don’t have to be afraid of 
it. Christians historically have run to disease and disaster to proclaim God’s kingdom 
and provide aid, not run away from it. Be safe and careful – Yes. But hunker down in 
place in fear – Never!  

 

Faith – We certainly don’t know why God allows any tragedy much less a worldwide 
pandemic. Be we know these three things. God is in control, God is good, and God 
has a perfect plan that He is working out. Let’s trust Him and not worry about what we 
have no control over.  

 

Perseverance – When life is difficult, we are tempted to quit. But that’s when we   
realize that the hardships of life, if we continue, produce godliness and character 
(Rom 5:3-5). The writer of Hebrews commands us to get rid of everything in our lives 
that hinders our walk with God and to keep our eyes on Jesus and keep  going! 
(Hebrews 12:1-2). 

 

Unity – Jesus’ prayer for all Christians is unity (John 17). We need that now more 
than ever. One of Satan’s most effective tools is division. When Christians are       
divided, we are focused on the fight amongst ourselves instead of the true enemy 
(Satan) and the tasks God has given us. When Christians are united in Christ, they 
accomplish great things for God’s kingdom!  
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YC:    Young Church (6th - 12th) 
BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
SG:    Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
GYL:  God’s Young Ladies  
            (Girls 5th-12th) 
CLC:   Christian Life Center  (behind the  
            main church building) 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 
 
 

2 
 

3 4 

5 
 
 

6 

 

 

7 

 
 

7:00p Choir 
          Practice 

8 

 
 
6:30-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

9  9:00 Mens/ 

Ladies Bfast @ 
HH 
 

11:00-1:00  Mets  
Senior Ministry 

10 

 

6:30-8:30p  
GYL 

11 

 

12 

 
2:00p - WOM 
(FH) 
 

 

13 

 
 
6:00p Deacons 
Meeting (FH) 

14 

 
 
 
 

7:00p Choir 
          Practice 

15 

 
 
6:30-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

16 
 

17 18 

19 20 

 

21 

 

 
7:00p Choir 
          Practice 

22 

 
 
 
6:30-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

23 24 

 

 

6:30-8:30p  
GYL 

25 

26 

 

 

27 28 

 

 
7:00p Choir 
          Practice 

29 

 
 
 
6:30-8:00p 
YC, BOC, SG 

30   

Services each Sunday 
 
  9:00a Traditional Worship Service (in CLC) 
10:10a Sunday School  
11:00a Contemporary Worship Service (in CLC) 
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OBBC NEWS 

 

Sunday School 

 Attendance 

 

 08/02 56 

 08/09 N/A 

 08/15 47 

 08/22 69 
  

Average 57.3 

2021/2022 LUNCH BUDDY MINISTRY 

 

As the children begin the 2021-2022 school year at La Crosse Elementary (LCE) 
School, our Lunch Buddy Program is looking for new ways to serve and support 
them and the staff!  It is highly unlikely that we will be allowed to join the children 
in the school for lunch and activities each week, so we are now looking into       
different and exciting ways to remain a part of their lives and to serve them.  Will 
you please take time to consider your skills and abilities, and make yourself     
available to serve in this ministry?  OBBC wants to be present in whatever way we 
can through Christian love and support.  Please contact Dale Bradley on 434-636-
3785 or by email at dalenmikebradley@gmail.com if you’re interested in develop-
ing and participating in the Lunch Buddy Program this school year!  Check your 
Sunday bulletins for further updates! 

A New Olive Branch Senior Ministry 
 

Although our kick-off event was cancelled in August that's not stopping us!  We 
will have our first meeting on Thursday, September 9th from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm.  
All seniors, are invited to join our new senior group.  At our first meeting we will 
learn all about the who, what, when, where, and how's of the group.  We also 
have a very special program planned and you don't want to miss it!  It will include 
lunch so you will need to RSVP to the church office at 434-636-2228 or email to         
office@obbcblackridge.com by Sunday, Sept. 5th.  

WOM — SCHOOL SUPPLY COLLECTION 

 

Women on Mission (WOM) group will be collecting school supplies for the local 
elementary students through Sunday, September 19th.  If you would like to donate 
any of the following items, please put them in the designated bins at the Collection 
Point next to the Welcome Center.  Items needed:  

Crayola Crayons    Colored Pencils   Markers (Washable) 
Notebook Paper    3-Ring Binders   Pencil Boxes/Pouches 
Hand Sanitizer    Children's Scissors  Glue Sticks 
#2 Pencils     Composition Books  Pocket Folders 
Bookbags     Disinfectant Wipes  Expo Dry Erase Markers

DEACON ORDINATION 

 

Sunday, September 5th, we will be ordaining Keith Ellis as a new Olive Branch 
Deacon.  Keith, and his wife, Lynn joined OBBC in October 2020 and he accepted 
his nomination to serve as a Deacon for the upcoming 3-year term.  Please pray 
for all 12 of our Deacons and our Pastors as they minister to our OBBC families 
throughout the year. 
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September 2021 
 

Since 1976, the annual Virginia Missions Offering, traditionally called the Alma 
Hunt Offering for Virginia Missions, is a joint venture of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union of Virginia (WMUV) and the Baptist General Association of Virginia 
(BGAV).  The offering provides funding for all Woman’s Missionary Union of     
Virginia (WMUV) missions and ministries and makes possible other special     
ministries, outreach projects, and initiatives not funded through regular streams of 
giving (but uniquely connected to Virginia Baptists). When you give to the Alma 
Hunt Offering for Virginia Missions, you are equipping those who seek to share 
with others how God has set them free to live and serve. 
 
Our WOM (Women on Mission) ladies invite you to support the Alma Hunt         
Offering during the month of September by giving with those of many other       
Virginia Baptists as we work to share the love of Christ across the Commonwealth 
of Virginia and with the whole world. Our goal is $1,200.  Please designate your   
contributions as Alma Hunt! 

 

MAKING OLIVE BRANCH HOME 

Membership  Information Class 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 

 

Pastor Wayne will lead a membership class on  Sunday, September 26th from 
2:00-4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. If you are interested in joining Olive Branch 
Baptist Church as a church member or just want to know more about who we 
are, our ministries, and our  vision, this class is for you. 
 

Refreshments will be provided, and childcare will be available. If you will be    
attending and need childcare you must let Pastor Wayne know before the class.   

 

Lord’s Supper & Baptism 

Sunday,   September 26, 2021 
 

We will hold the Lord’s Supper at both worship services on Sunday,     
September 26th.  We will also have a baptism for anyone who desires to 
be baptized.  If you are interested in being baptized, please contact Pastor 
Wayne or Pastor Brady by Monday, September 20th. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NEWS 

LUNCH 
BUDDIES 

Light-The-Night  
CAMP REFUEL 2021 
Friday, 9/17 – Sun. 9/19 

 

Refuel is an annual camp that helps students learn and celebrate what it looks like to walk with 
Jesus every day. Camp activities include worship, music, diving into God’s word, small groups, and 
recreation time. Camp is for 6th-12th graders at the time of the camp. 
 

Camp Willow Springs on 
Lake Gaston in Littleton, NC 

Cost:  $25 per student 

 

Register for Camp by Wednesday, Sept. 8th !!! 

 

https://www.lightthenight.net/event/camp-refuel-2021 

SONSHINE GIRLS AND BOYS OF COURAGE 

(1ST—5TH Grade) 
 
Wednesday, September 8th marks the start of the new year for Sonshine Girls and 
Boys of Courage.  They will meet on Wednesday nights from 6:30 pm—8:00 pm 
this year!.  Their nights will consist of a light meal, continuing their study through 
the Bible with “The Gospel Project”, crafts, and game time.   All 1st through 5th 
grade kids are invited to come - also, bring a friend!!  (Please wear a mask.) 

GOD’S YOUNG LADIES 

Friday, Sept. 10, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM 

 

God’s Young Ladies, for girls 5th thru 12th grade, meets every other Friday during 
the school year.  They have a time of sharing, a lesson that focuses on issues girls 
face and what the Bible says about dealing with them.  They will also have fun with 
crafts, food, and fellowship.  They will meet for the first time this school year on  
Friday, September 10th, in the Fellowship Hall from 6:30 PM—8:30 PM.  If you are 
a young lady, 5th through 12th grade, please come and join us.  For more          
information, contact Becky at 434-447-6231. 

YC BEGINS WITH PARENT’S NIGHT 
Wednesday, September 8th 

6:30 pm—8:00 pm 
 

YC (Young Church) will be meeting the first time this school year on Wednesday, 
September 8th, from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm.  This is also Parent’s Night where      
parents can come with their teens and see what we will be doing this year!  Our 
new series will be on the Beatitudes and we will have dinner, games, worship, and 
a message every Wednesday night.  We will meet starting in the Sanctuary at 6:30 
pm and be dismissed from the CLC at 8:00 pm.   

YOUTH & 
COLLEGE AGE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Sunday, Sept. 26th 
Pastor Brady will 
begin teaching the 
Sunday School class 
for middle school, 
high school and    
college age students. 
They will be doing a 
series called “The 
Essential Truths of 
the Christian Faith.”  
All students are         
welcome to join in 
Sunday mornings at 
10:00 in room #10 or 
#12 of the Education 
Wing. 
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Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Rev. Brady Bassett 

Youth Pastor 
302-270-9479 (Cell) 

434-636-3898 (Home) 
pastorbrady@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Debbie Wilson, Church Secretary 

434-636-2228 
office@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 

finance@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Website 
www.obbcblackridge.com 

5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published 
monthly. Deadline to submit 
information for the October 
2021 Newsletter is  Sept. 21, 
2021. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

   1 Teresa Robinson 
 2 Ed & Fran Baron 
 2 Conner Franck 
 2 Adam Pierce 
 3 Monte Aleman 
 4 Tyler Sykes 
 5 Kolton Taylor 
 5 Owen & Joane Toler 
 6 Roy & Dot Johnson  
 6 Van Sykes, III 
 8 Rick & Susan Anderson 
 8 Cindy Clevinger 
 8 Easton Taylor 
 10 Cambra Graham 
 13 Maggie Priest 
 14 Deanna Defibaugh 
 14 Mike & Dora Smith  
 15 Linda Gage  
 16 Dora Belcher  
 16 T. J. & Deanna Nichols 
 
   

  17 Marjorie Newton  
 17 Allen & Holly Robinson 
 18 Rodney Bledsoe 
 18 Sarah Crowe  
 18 Kacy Freeman 
 19 Shirley Clark 
 20 Sandra Ittner  
 20 Michael & Lindsey Smith 
 20  Debbie Wilson 
 21 Becky Aleman 
 21 Carl & Jean Bagley 
 21 Cutter Clary 
 21 Meghan Young 
 24 Chris Brown 
 27 Wanda Townsend 
 28 Hannah Bailey  
 29 Steven Carroll 
 30 Shannah Freeman 
 30 Jackson Tyler 

Nursery Volunteer Schedule 

In addition to our hired nursery workers each Sunday, the schedule for the 
September volunteers is below: 

 

Sept. 5:      9:00 Babies/ Toddler  — Julia Braddy 
     10:00 & 11:00 Babies/ Toddlers — Cathy Hardee 

 

Sept. 12:     9:00 Babies/Toddler  — Debbie Wilson 
     10:00 & 11:00 Babies/Toddlers — Rachel Cofer 

 

Sept. 19:     9:00 Babies/ Toddler  — Kim Young 
     10:00 & 11:00  Babies/ Toddlers — Sandra Ittner 

 

Sept. 12:     9:00 Babies/Toddler  — Kathy Bledsoe 
     10:00 & 11:00 Babies/Toddlers — Jean Bagley 
 
Each week the 10:00 Sunday School hour will be covered by Sarah Guynn 
for Preschool-K and our hired childcare workers for Babies/Toddlers. 


