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From Your Pastor 

Why does it seem God is silent or hidden? Atheist point out Christians sing to, 
pray to, and have faith in, a God whom we have never seen, heard, or touched. They 
mock us for that. One man, Bobby Henderson even made up the Church of the Flying 
Spaghetti Monster in 2005 as a protest against teaching intelligent design and         
creationism in public schools. Although the US courts have ruled it’s not a real religion, 
in New Zealand adherents to the church are legally allowed to perform wedding       
ceremonies.  Pastafarians, as they call themselves, claim they are a real, legitimate 
religion, just as much as any other. We might say how ridiculous, that’s obviously not 
real. Bobby might say, “Well, I’ve never seen, heard, or touched the Flying Spaghetti 
Monster, but I still believe in him. How is that different from Christians?” 

Why God has chosen to reveal himself the way He has is known only to Him. 
Why He doesn’t visually show up in our lives from time to time, or shout out loud to us 
we don’t know. But God has revealed himself in three ways. He’s not silent or hidden. 
Paul tells us the creation is God speaking to us (Romans 1:20). Creation tells us  
someone greater than us, and more powerful than us has made everything. Jesus is 
God and thus a revelation of God. Jesus tells Philip, “He who has seen Me as seen the 
Father” (John 14:9). Also, God reveals himself in the Bible. In it, He tells us who He is, 
who we are, the past, the future, and everything we need to know to live a life that is a 
blessing to us and pleasing to Him. In fact, in the Bible God audibly spoke to people 
and visually showed up in their lives in a certain form. God isn’t silent or hidden. Of 
course atheist scoff at the Bible. They claim it’s just the religious views of ancient     
peoples. They are blind to God’s majesty in creation because they choose to believe 
that everything in our universe came into existent with a big bang and chance (talk 
about a fairytale). They claim Jesus was simply a man who became a legend like King 
Arthur or Robin Hood - if Jesus even existed at all. However, rejecting the evidence in 
front of them doesn’t make the facts and reality less true. God is not silent! He reveals 
Himself in creation, Jesus, and the Bible.  

 Because knowing God is so important, and He reveals so much in the  

Bible, it makes sense that we should know a whole lot about it! At Olive Branch we 

mark each church year with a theme. Because of the importance of the Bible, 2019-

2020 will be the year of the Bible. Our theme verse is Psalm 119:105, “Your word is 

lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” I know you realize how important the Bi-

ble is. You read it at home, study it in Sunday School and hear it preached in the wor-

ship service. You’ve heard it, read it, studied it, memorized it, mediated on it, and 

obeyed it. You probably have multiple copies of it and have made copious notes in the 

margins. As much as that is true for so many Christians, I’m still surprised at how many       

Christians don’t know their Bible well at all. Can you recite the books of the Bible in  

order? How many verses have you memorized other than John 3:16? Did you know 

you should read a letter of Paul differently than the book of Revelation? Do you know 

anything about Leviticus? I’m not trying to belittle or shame anyone. My point is that 

sometimes we pay a lot of lip service to the Bible, but we don’t really know much about 

it or live out very much of it in our lives. Sometimes we get very comfortable with what 

we know and don’t take the time and effort to dig deeper and learn more truth. The  

writer of Hebrews rebuked his readers because they were still drinking the milk of the 

Bible and hadn’t moved on to the meat (Hebrews 5:11-14). Some parts of the Bible are 

easy to understand, others much harder, but God wants us to feast on all of it. In fact 

it’s been humorously said the Bible is shallow enough for a child to wade, and deep 

enough for a theologian to drown. All it takes is some learned skills, time, effort, and a 

lot of prayer and any Christian can have a deep understanding of God and His Word. I 

am going to help you with that this year. We are going to do some fun and creative 

things to help you improve your Bible skills, and spend the year wading in the shallow 

waters and swimming out into the deep of God’s word!  
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Services each Sunday 

 

  9:00a Traditional Worship Service 
10:10a Sunday School (all ages) 
11:05a Contemporary Worship Service 
 

           

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  
LABOR DAY 

 

(Office Closed) 

3 
 
 
7:00p Choir 
          Practice 

4 

 
 
6:30p-8:30p  
*YC, BOC, SG 
 

5 
 
10:00a Ladies 
Breakfast @ HH 

  

6 

 

7 

 

8 

    
2:00p  Rosa 
Thompson WOM 
(Donna Jarrell’s 
home) 

9 
 
7:00p Deacon’s 
          Meeting 

10 
 

 
10:00a Helen 
Cook WOM 

 
7:00p Choir 
          Practice 

11 
 
 

 
 
 
6:30p-8:30p  
*YC, BOC, SG 
 
 

12 

 
 

13 

 
 
 
6:30PM—GYL 

14 
 

15 

 
 

 
 

 

16 

 

17 
 

 
 

7:00p  Choir  
          Practice 
 

 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30p-8:30p   
*YC, BOC, SG 
 

19 20 

 

21 

22 

 
12:30p Bible 
Study 

23 
 
 
 

24 

 
 
 

7:00p  Choir  
          Practice 

25 

 

(a.m.) SYATP 
Day 
 
 

6:30p-8:30p   
*YC, BOC, SG 

26 

 
 

27 
 
 
 
6:30PM—GYL 

28 

 

29 
 
Lord’s Supper & 
Baptism  
 

30 

 

     

*YC:     Young Church (6th - 12th) 
*BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
*SG:     Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
*GYL:   God’s Young Ladies  
             (Girls 5th-12th) 
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THE NEW OBBC PICTURE DIRECTORY 
 

The new 2019 OBBC Pictorial Church Directory is ready to 
view on-line or on your mobile device.  Instructions on how to  
access the directory via your mobile device or PC is available 
in the Welcome Center.  This is the best way to utilize the directory to the     
fullest.  The information will be kept up-to-date with new members and any 
changes to the current members.  It’s  simple and  convenient to use from    
anywhere you are!  The mobile app, Instant Church Directory, is free of 
charge and easy to download.  If you prefer to use your computer go to 
www.instantchurchdirectory.com and easily set up your account.  A limited 
number of directories will be printed for those who cannot access it                
electronically. 

If at anytime you would like to submit a picture, or change a current picture, just 
email your picture to the church office at office@obbcblackridge.com.  It’s that 
easy! 

ALMA HUNT  
Offering for Virginia Missions 

Collection Month:  September 2019 
Prayer Dates:  September  8-15, 2019 

 
The annual offering for Virginia missions was named for Al-
ma Hunt (1909-2008), a native Virginian who was known 
worldwide for her missions service and her unswerving dedi-
cation to the cause of Christ.  The offering provides funding 
for all WMU of Virginia (WMUV) missions and ministries and 
makes possible other special ministries, outreach projects, 

and initiatives not funded through regular streams of giving.  When you give to 
the Alma Hunt Offering for  Virginia Missions, you are equipping those who 
seek to share with others how God has set them free to live and serve. Since 
1976 this offering has been a joint venture between WMUV and the Baptist 
General  Association of Virginia (BGAV).  The Offering goal is $1,167,500.  
OBBC’s goal is $1,200.  We will be collecting for this special offering the 
month of September.  Envelopes and brochures are located in the pews,   
Vestibule, and Welcome Center. 

ROSA THOMPSON 
WMU   MEETING 

LOCATION CHANGE  

 
Sunday, September 8, 
the Rosa Thompson 
WMU group will meet 
at 2:00 PM at Donna 
Jarrell’s home at 27 
Mable Court, Bracey, 
VA. 

Please congratulate the following on their Baptism 
 

 Zach Wright 
 Laurie Wright 
 Amy Talbert 
 

Lord’s Supper & Baptism 

On Sunday, September 
29th, we will hold the 

Lord’s Supper and       
Baptism.  Contact Pastor 

Wayne if you are           
interested in being         

baptized. 

http://bgav.org/
http://bgav.org/
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YOUTH NEWS 

CHILDREN’S NEWS 

OBBC GIRLS AND BOYS PROGRAM 

 

OBBC programs for boys and girls grades 1st through 5th  will 
begin on Wednesday, September 4, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 
pm and continue  through the school year on Wednesday 

nights.  The schedule is similar to last year but the curriculum and names 
have changed.  The Sonshine Girls and Boys of Courage will both have a 
light meal together from 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  After the meal they will proceed 
to their own groups where they will start The Gospel    
Project for Kids which shows kids the big picture of God’s 
story, and have fun with games, crafts, and missions.  
Throughout the year there will also be some special 
events.  All kids from 1st through 5th are invited to join in 
the fun! 

Weekly Sunday 
School Attendance 

       7/28/19:    118 

       8/04/19:    116 

       8/11/19:    124        

       8/18/19:    123 

       8/25/19:    121  
              

Month Average:  120.4 

God’s Young Ladies  

 
 

Friday, Sept. 13, 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
 

God’s Young Ladies, for girls 5th thru 12th grade, meets every other Friday 
during the school year.  They have a time of sharing, a lesson that focuses 
on issues girls face and what the Bible says about dealing with them.  They 
will also have fun with crafts, food, and fellowship.  They will meet for the first 
time this school year on  Friday, September 13, in the Fellowship Hall from 
6:30 PM—8:30 PM.  If you are a young lady, 5th through 12th grade, please 
come and join us.  If you need more information please contact Becky at 
434-447-6231. 

 

 

Friday evening, September 20th, YC will be going to 
Swaders Sports Park in Colonial Heights for 2 hours of 
arcades, go-carts, laser tag, and more!  After working 
up an appetite from some fun, they will enjoy some   
CiCi’s pizza! 

 

On Saturday, September 28, the YC will be serving the community by helping 
with “Day of Play” at Centennial Park.  This is a day of planned activities and 
games at Centennial Park in South Hill for area children.   

 

SYATP™ 2019 is Wednesday, September 25th! 
See You At The Pole day is a Christian student-led global event of student 
prayer held at each individual school’s flag pole before school starts.             
A pastor or youth leader will be there to help lead the event at each school. In 
addition to meeting at the flag pole to pray for their school, students can also 
use the week to pray in private, include home school students, pray in unique 
ways, places and times all week and launch on-campus Bible clubs.  Check 
out what time your school will be meeting at your school’s flagpole! 
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Community events 

LIGHT THE NIGHT REFUEL CAMP 
OCTOBER 25-27, 2019 

 

TIME TO START REGISTERING for “Refuel—keep it burnin”!  This 
year camp will be held October 25-27, 2019 at Camp Willow Run  
(adjacent  to  Camp Will Springs) for youth 6th-12th grade.  We’ll be 
sleeping in the boxcars!  Invited guests this year will include Awall!!  
Student cost will be $99/youth.   Forms are available at the website 
lightthenight.net.   

 

Women Helping Women 
Upcoming Luncheon Event 

Saturday, September 21, 2019  from  11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
New Hope Baptist Church, 255 Union Mill Rd., South Hill, VA 
 

If you want to experience something new with old friends please join us at the 
upcoming luncheon.  Our keynote speaker, Christopher Starke, will share his 
amazing story of how, with his diverse background, Jesus was able to walk 
through his “open door”.  Chris recently retired from the Army, his college    
education was in management and finance, and he currently operates     Stark-
e’s Handyman Services and is the P.E. teacher at First Christian School. 
 
Our special speaker, Richie Walters, will tell us what mechanical problems to 
look out for before we are hit with the cold winter weather.  He comes to us 
from Southside Collision with 21 years of experience under his belt. 
 
Our talented vocalist, Nancy Bradshaw, will bring music to our ears!   
 
You won’t want to miss this informative event, so mark your calendar.  Bring 
your friends and neighbors who might not know God’s saving grace.  As usual, 
there is no admission charge.  A covered dish would be welcome but is not 
necessary. Make your reservation today by contacting either: 
 
 

Donna Jarrell at (434) 636-5063, email:  jerusalem63@gmail.com   OR 
 

Nancy Mooney at (434) 755-5430, email:  nmooney@mcpsweb.org  

WOM ANNIVERSARY AT TABERNACLE BAPTIST 

Sunday, September 15 

Congratulations to the Tabernacle Baptist Church W.O.M who will be          
celebrating their 100th Anniversary on Sunday, September 15, at 11:00 am.  
Their guest speaker will be past WMUV President, Pat Wright, formerly of 
Lunenburg.  Special music by harpist Dr. Jocelyn Henry-Whitehead, followed 
by a special lunch.  Tabernacle Baptist is located on Highway #47, in South 
Hill, VA. 

mailto:jerusalem63@gmail.com
mailto:nmooney@mcpsweb.org
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CONCORD BAPTIST ASSociation NEWS 

Rev. Joe McDowell, Director of Missions 

JAMAICA  
May 30 -  June 6, 2020 

 

WANTED: 30+ Youth and up to 10-15 Adults 

  
The 2019 Jamaica Mission Trip was a huge success! Twenty-three people 
partnered with Won by One to Jamaica to serve and share Christ in          
Jamaica. The trip filled very quickly. The first week of June 2020 CBA is    
planning to take 40-50 missionaries with the trip's emphasis on                   
students.  Adults need to be ready, willing, and able to lead, supervise,       
interact, and bunk with students. The Jamaica trip is an awesome trip for  
families (teens with their parents and/or grandparents). Youth need to be 13 
years old, or older. An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, October 
6 at 2:30 PM at the Association office. Registration for trip includes your    
completed application, an interview with Joe McDowell, and $100 deposit.  
 
Pray, plan and commit early! 

NURSERY schedule 

Combined Nursery (Birth to Toddlers) 
 

A pre-school class is provided for toilet trained 3 & 4 year old's at the 10:00 
AM and 11:05 AM hours. 

Sunday, Sept 1 

 9:00 AM: Pam Smith, Cathy Hardee 
10:00 AM: Amanda McDowell,  Susie Carroll, Teresa Robinson 
11:05 AM: Sarah Jones, Lynn Paquette, Jessie Paquette 
 

Sunday, Sept 8 
 9:00 AM: Mary Lou Arrington, Becky Aleman 
10:00 AM: Patti Smith, Dale Bradley, Carolyn Wallace 
11:05 AM: Susie Carroll, Sue Vaughan, Larry Griffin 
 

Sunday, Sept 15  
 9:00 AM: Sandra Ittner, Weldon Jones 
10:00 AM: Mae Jones, Wanda Watson, Kim Young 
11:05 AM: Susie Carroll, Laurie Wright, Vance Wright 
 

Sunday, Sept 22 
 9:00 AM: Donna Jarrell, Lindsey Smith 
10:00 AM: Judy Kidd, Julia Braddy, Shannah Freeman 
11:05 AM: Cheryl Parrish, Jane Wells, Jeannette Lewis 
 

Sunday, Sept 29 
9:00 AM: Mary Lou Arrington, Becky Aleman 
10:00 AM: Patti Smith, Dale Bradley, Carolyn Wallace 
11:05 AM: Susie Carroll, Sue Vaughan, Larry Griffin 
 
 

All nursery volunteers have submitted to and have approved background 
checks which are regularly updated. 

 

 

NUSERY  
VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 
 

If you would like to be a 
blessing to our  ba-
bies/toddlers by volun-
teering in the nursery 
one Sunday a month, 
please contact Susie 
Carroll at (434) 447-
7741.   

 



Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Debbie Wilson, Church Secretary 
434-636-2228 

office@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 
finance@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Website 

www.obbcblackridge.com 
5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline to submit information for 
the Oct. 2019 issue is Sept. 24, 
2019. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

1   Teresa Robinson 

2   Conner Franck 

2   Adam Pierce 

3   Monte Aleman 

4   Tyler Sykes 

5   Owen & Joane Toler 

6   Roy & Dot Johnson  

6   Van Sykes, III 

7   Kelli Kennedy 

8   Rick & Susan Anderson 

8   Cindy Clevinger 

10  Cambra Graham 

10  Nick Lambert 

13  Maggie Priest 

14  Deanna Defibaugh 

14  Mike & Dora Smith  

15 Linda Gage  

16 Dora Belcher 

16 T. J. & Deanna Nichols 

 17 Marjorie Newton  

 17 Allen & Holly Robinson 

 17 Courtney Sheppard 

 18 Rodney Bledsoe 

 18 Sarah Crowe  

 19 Shirley Clark 

 20 Sandra Ittner  

 20 Michael & Lindsey Smith 

 20  Debbie Wilson 

 21 Becky Aleman 

  21 Cutter Clary  

 24 Chris Brown 

 25 Jeremy Lynch 

 25 Kenny & Heather O’Quinn 

 26 Aleisha Jones 

 27 Kory Anderson  

 27 Wanda Townsend 

 28 Hannah Bailey  

 29 Steven Carroll 

 30 Shannah Freeman 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to    

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.   

- Jeremiah 29:11 


