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 From Your Pastor 

    How many times since March have you asked, “When are things going to 
get back to normal?” Or how many times have you proclaimed, “When things 
get back to normal, I am going to …!” If you are like me, it probably has been a 
hundred times or more. I know what we are saying when we make those  
statements. We are acknowledging that masks, lockdowns, virtual classrooms, 
and people absent from our lives isn’t going to last forever. Also, we’re        
affirming there’s going to be a day in the future when hugs, handshakes,     
buffets, and attendance at sporting events are going to happen again.  Things 
are going to be normal again…some day!!  

     Well……. sort of. Yes, some things are temporary, and things on hold will 
come back, but things are never going to be normal again. Andree Seu       
Peterson writes this truth this way, “We are the sum of our experiences, and 
there is an after and before for each of us, the trial in between being the series 
of ushers to an ever-changing plane.” In other words, we can never go back to 
who we were or back to how things were because everything, including us is 
changing every day. With every decision we make and every event and crisis 
in our lives we learn, grow, and change. With every passing day everything in 
the world from nature to society changes. Thus, going back to the way things 
were is as impossible as going back in time.  

 The apostle Simon vividly shows us the futility of trying to get back to    
normal. In John chapter 21 we find Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John 
and two other disciples together. At one time in their lives they had been    
fishermen. But then they met Jesus and spent three years with Him. John 
watched Jesus die on the cross, they all saw Jesus alive after His death and 
resurrection. They had witnessed a lot and had lived with Jesus, the Son of 
God himself! Yet, Peter decides he wants things to go back to normal. He tells 
his fellow disciples and friends, “I’m going fishing.” They follow Peter and the 
once competent and successful fishermen spend the entire night fishing and 
catch nothing. When morning comes, a man from the shore tells them to put 
the net on the other side of the boat. I’m sure they thought, “Like, that’s going 
to make a big difference!” But they do it and immediately they have too many 
fish to haul in the boat. They know this isn’t just a man, this is Jesus himself! 
Jesus makes them breakfast and commissions Peter to feed His sheep. Peter 
never returns to fishing after that morning. He couldn’t go back to normal; his 
life had been changed forever by Jesus!  

 So, what does this mean for us during and after this pandemic? If you 
haven’t been doing so yet, take time to reflect on what you have experienced 
and learned since March. Are there things you thought you couldn’t live     
without, that you’ve realized weren’t all that important now that you don’t have 
them. Well, don’t bring those things back into your life. Did you realize your 
walk with God was distracted by a lot of unnecessary busyness? Then don’t 
add that busyness back into your life? Have you had more time to see clearly 
what is most important in life? Then keep that clarity and those newly found 
priorities going forward. Have you had to grow in your faith to rely on God 
more and worry less? Then keep growing in faith! Have you broken bad habits, 
or started new good habits? Good, keep that up! Maybe to this point, you 
haven’t realized, observed or learned anything. That’s ok, start now. With God 
teaching us and we having the desire to grow in faith and holiness during this 
unusual time, when things look more normal than they are now, we can say, 
“My life is much better than it was before. I’m never going back to normal!” 
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Services each Sunday 

 

  9:00a Traditional Worship Service (in CLC) 
10:10a Sunday School  
11:00a Contemporary Worship Service (in CLC) 
 

           

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 
  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

1 2 3 
 

4 
 

5 6 

 

7 

 
 
7:00-8:30pm 
 YC,  BOC, SG 
(CLC & FH) 

8 9 
 
 
6:30-8:30p  
GYL (FH) 

10 

11 
 
 
2:00 pm - WOM 
                (in FH) 
 

12 

 
 
7:00p Deacon 
          Meeting 
          (FH) 

13 

 

14 

 
 
7:00-8:30pm 
YC, BOC, SG 
(CLC & FH) 

18 16 17 

18 

 

19 20 

 

21 

 
 
7:00-8:30pm 
YC, BOC, SG 
(CLC & FH) 

22 23 

[————-LTN   
 
 
6:30-8:30p  
GYL (FH) 
 

24 
Camp Refuel - 

25 
——-] 
 

26 27 

 

28 
 
 
6:30pm-8:30pm 
Trunk-or-Treat 

29 30 
 
 
 

31 
 
6:30p YC 
Halloween/
Nerf War Party 

       
YC:    Young Church (6th - 12th) 
BOC:  Boys of Courage (1st - 5th) 
SG:    Sonshine Girls (1st - 5th) 
GYL:  God’s Young Ladies  
            (Girls 5th-12th) 
CLC:  Christian Life Center  
            (behind the church) 
FH:      Fellowship Hall 
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OBBC NEWS 

 

GENESIS MINISTRY LUNCH BUDDY PROGRAM 
 

The 2020-2021 school year will bring us to our 11th year serving as Lunch       
Buddies to the children and staff at La Crosse Elementary School.  Many of you 
have served as a Lunch Buddy over the past years and know how rewarding it is 
to serve in this capacity.  This year will be quite different from the past in that we 
are pursuing “virtual activity” time with our classes each week.  This means that 
you will join your class from your home (or office) rather than going to the school.  
The love from the children and staff is immeasurable, and I genuinely believe we 
can continue this tradition virtually until the time comes when we can once again 
join them in the school.  This year we also need more Lunch Buddies than usual 
because the school has added 3 new classes.   We need 4 more Lunch Buddies 
to cover all the classes.  Your commitment to virtually join the children each 
Wednesday during the school year and oversee an activity or read a book is    
welcomed with many smiling faces!  If you are ready to receive the love that 
comes from the children as a Lunch Buddy, we need you!   Please contact Dale 
Bradley on 434-636-3785 or email her at dalenmikebradley@gmail.com to join us. 

Welcome to Olive Branch 

Jim and Melanie Watkins 

Joined September 6, 2020 

Thank you Pastor 
Wayne and Pastor 
Brady for your love 
and faithfulness to 
our church family! 

 

WE APPRECIATE 
YOU BOTH 

 

October is Pastor   
Appeciation Month! 
This is a wonderful 
opportunity to let 
your pastors know 
how much you love 

and appreciate them! 

 

WOMEN ON MISSION 

 

WOM will be partnering with Vessels of Mercy to collect items for Operation 
Homefront, delivering Hope to our veterans!  Gender-neutral Items being           
collected during the month of October include:  
  

Shampoo   Conditioner   Soap   Deodorant 
Toothpaste   Toothbrush   Lotion   Shave Cream 
Hand Sanitizer  Tissues (pocket)  Band-aids  Small Flashlight 
Reading Glasses  Socks (non-slip)  Knit Hat   Scarf/Bandana 
Knit gloves   Lap blanket (fleece) Playing Cards Nail Clippers 
Adult Coloring Book Colored Pencils  Activity Books Current Magazine 
Writing Paper  Envelopes   Cards to send Stamps 
Gift cards (food)  Lip Balm 
 
Please put your donated items in the designed bins located in the CLC by       
Sunday, October 25! 

mailto:dalenmikebradley@gmail.com
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YOUTH NEWS 

Children’s neWs 

 

TRUNK-OR-TREAT 
Wednesday, October 28 

6:30 PM to 8:30 PM 
 

We will be having Trunk-or-Treat in the CLC parking lot for the children in the  
community Wednesday, October 28, from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm.  Our goal is to have 
30 cars that will have their car trunk decorated and have candy to pass out to the 
children.  The car owners will need to wear masks and gloves while passing out 
the candy.  Please sign-up at the Welcome Table in the CLC, or contact Sarah 
Guynn.  In order to spread out trunk-or-treat times we are asking each family to 
register, via our website, for a specific time to attend.  Registration will begin     
October 1.  If you are not able to participate with your car, we will be collecting 
bags of individually wrapped candy, to make sure we have enough for all the    
children.  You may drop off candy donations in the designated bins in the CLC.    

 

 LIGHT THE NIGHT 
Camp ReFuel 2020 

October 23—25, 2020 
 

Camp ReFuel 2020 in ON!!!  It will be held October 23 - 25, at Camp   
Willow Run on Lake Gaston. This will be an awesome time to learn YOUR         
IDENTITY and have some fun and fellowship with your peers.  The cost for the 
weekend is $25 per student 6th—12th grade!  Covid-19 health regulations will be 
strictly adhered to for the safety of all students and leaders.  AWall will be  bringing 
the message from Galatians 2:20.  You must be registered by Oct. 11, 2020.  
Space is limited so register soon.   OBBC students can pick up a registration form 
at church and mail it to LTN along with the signed medical statement.  You must 
mail in the registration form, to Light The Night.  You can either send a check with 
the registration form OR you can pay on-line at lightthenight.net/refuel.  A few 
camp rules for health safety include:  1) health  forms with signed waiver is a must; 
2) worship will be held in the large gym; 3) can only check-in on Friday evening (no 
next day arrivals) and cannot leave until Sunday; 4) student temperatures will be 
taken each day and cannot  exceed 100.4 degrees; and 5) must sit with cabin    
mates during meals and worship time.  Masks will be issued and must be worn and 
we will practice social  d i s t a n c I n g.  Guaranteed we will have a great time, so 
students - DON’T MISS OUT! 

Saturday, 

October 31 

6:30 PM to 

8:00 PM 
 

YC 
Halloween & 
Nerf War 
Party! 

 

Wear a costume and 
bring your own nerf 

guns. 
Snacks & Candy    

provided. 

Adult Only Sunday 
School Attendance 

 

 7/19  31 

 7/26  31 

 8/02  31 

 8/09  28 

 (8/16   No SS) 

 8/23  27 

 8/30  24 

 9/06  33 

Average 29.2 
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Contact Information 
 

Church Office/Voice Mail 
434-636-2228 

 
Dr. Wayne Guynn 

Senior Pastor 
434-262-1168 

pastorwayne@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Rev. Brady Bassett 

Youth Pastor 
302-270-9479 (Cell) 

434-636-3898 (Home) 
pastorbrady@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Debbie Wilson, Church Secretary 

434-636-2228 
office@obbcblackridge.com 

 
Sandra Ittner, Treasurer 

finance@obbcblackridge.com 
 

Website 
www.obbcblackridge.com 

5223 Blackridge Road 

Blackridge, VA 23950 

The newsletter is published 
monthly. Deadline to submit 
information for the Nov. 2020 
newsletter, is Oct. 27,  2020. 

PROCLAIMING PEACE WITH GOD, OTHERS, AND TO THE WORLD / “Peace I leave with you.” -  Jesus – John 14:27 

Birthdays  

 And 

 Anniversaries 

 

 1 Ryan Hitson 
 2 Maude Brooks 
  2 Mathew Clark 
 3 Neal Blackwell  
 3 Jasmine Garnes 
 3 Miriam Land 
 3 Danny & Marjorie Newton 
 4 Dennis & Penny Gilmer  
 4 Rodney Gosney 
 4 Glenn & Teresa Robinson 
 5 Betty Jacobs 
 5 Evan Jones 
 6 Hunter Fowler  
 6 Christian Guynn 
 6 Kenny Wallace 
  6 Larry & Debbie Wilson 
  7 Mary Lou Arrington 
 7 Jo Clary  
 8 Tim Ittner 
  9 Robin Jones 
 11 Betty Woodlief 
 13 Kelly Cookson 
 13 Shania Parrish 
 14 Sandy O’Connor  
 15 George & Naomi Boleter  

  
 16 Tyson Crowe 
 16 Reid Parks   
 17 Wayne & Joanne Paynter  
 17 Todd & Missy Watson 
 18 Lou Banks 
 18 Frances Baron 
 19 Susie Carroll  
 20 Mike & Debbie Corwin 
 20 Ray Franck 
 20 Arthur & Mae Jones 
 20 Mark & Joanna Powell 
 21 Rex & Wanda Watson 
 22 Lindsey Moody 
 26 Robbie Taylor 
  27 Susan Gregg 
 28 Jimmy Murray 
 29 Sarah Grace Corwin 
 29 Kay Drake 
 29 Ish & Shannah Freeman 
 29 Ken Moody, Jr.  
 30 Caleb Robinson 
 30 Melanie Watkins   
 31 Jacquelyn Gutiérrez-Adrian                                                                                 
 31 Allen Robinson 


