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                        Faith in Uncertain Times 
                         Matthew 21:12-25:46 
                 

 
Dead Religion vs. Life Faith 
On the Monday after Jesus’ Sunday entry into Jerusalem, He went to the temple court. There He found 
moneychangers cheating people as they changed common money into temple money. People were selling 
animals for sacrifice and using the court as a shortcut through Jerusalem. Jesus overturned the tables and 
threw out the people. Jesus quoted Isaiah 56:7, “My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 
Jesus also cursed a fig tree that day. It had leaves but no fruit. The fig tree symbolized the religious leaders’ 
religion. It looked good, but there was no fruit of righteousness. They focused on the ritual rather than the 
purpose of the temple – communion with God. Jesus focused His disciples’ attention to prayer. He said to 
have faith in God and remarkably, if they asked anything in prayer to believe they had received it and it 
would be theirs. In our present situation it’s more important than ever that we know true worship is about 
our relationship with God. It’s faith, prayer, praise, God’s word, giving, and obedience. It’s not buildings, 
services, time of day, or ritualistic practices.  
 

Questioning vs. Trusting 
On Tuesday, Jesus returned to the temple. The religious leaders immediately questioned His authority over 
the temple. Jesus asked them a question about John the Baptist’s authority. Neither answered each other’s 
question. They asked questions about taxes, the resurrection and the greatest commandment. Jesus told 
three parables that condemned their dead religion, then rebuked them for their hypocrisy in front of the 
people. The people were amazed, and the religious leaders defeated. In fact, a poor widow was the one true 
worshipper Jesus saw that day. Later that day Jesus told His disciples how the temple and the Pharisees’ 
religion would be destroyed. But there was no reason to lose heart because God was in control. In the 
meantime, they needed to be ready and continue their work for the Lord. While it’s not wrong to question 
God, it’s wrong if questioning turns into doubt, and rejection of God. We must trust God that He knows what 
He’s doing. In the midst of uncertainty, we prepare ourselves for the future and keep serving God.  
 
Betrayal vs. Faithfulness 

The religious leaders had had enough. Their rejection of Jesus and hatred toward Him turned into 
murderous rage. They planned to wait until after the Passover to kill Jesus, but God had a different 
plan. Jesus’ death would be at Passover. Judas was the one who allowed the religious leaders to 
change their timeline. For the price of 30 pieces of silver He agreed to betray Jesus to them. We 
never identify with Judas but how many times do we selfishly put our interests above God’s? Isn’t 
that betrayal of our love and commitment to our Lord? During this unprecedented time, in some 
ways, it’s going to be harder than ever to remain faithful to Jesus. The habits and the people that 
have helped our walk of faith won’t be there for a time. We’ll be tempted to put our faith on hold. 
Don’t do! Take this time to be even more faithful to God in ways you may have never even thought 
about.  
 


